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Philanthropist Jay Winuk of Mahopac is 'most inspiring'
Beliefnet readers honor co-founder of MyGoodDeed

 Comments

A A

MAHOPAC — Jay Winuk of Mahopac won
an award last month — and in doing so
pushed aside such notable figures as
evangelist Billy Graham and Apple founder
Steve Jobs.

A co-creator of MyGoodDeed Inc., which
encourages the public to participate in
community service projects to honor the
victims of 9/11 and the first responders,
Winuk was named as the Readers’ Choice
for Most Inspiring Person of 2011 by
Beliefnet, a multifaith online resource for
inspiration and spirituality.

The award, he said, “is a great honor, one
that I share with my co-founder, David
Paine, and all those inside and outside the
9/11 community who work to ensure that our
loved ones, friends and colleagues are not
forgotten. It’s gratifying to know that Beliefnet
and its readers recognize that observing the
anniversary of 9/11 by helping people and

communities in need is an appropriate and meaningful way
forward.”

Winuk lost his younger brother Glenn, a lawyer and volunteer
firefighter on Long Island, in the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. His
brother’s lifelong devotion to community service inspired Winuk to
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Jay Winuk holds the missing person poster of his
brother Glenn at his Mahopac home in August 2006.
Glenn Winuk was killed on 9/11. Jay Winuk won the
Readers’ Choice for Most Inspiring Person of 2011 by
Beliefnet.

Written by
Barbara Livingston
Nackman
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co-found MyGoodDeed, a nonprofit leading the movement to
transform 9/11 into an annually recognized National Day of Service
and Remembrance that is online at www.911day.org

Beliefnet held a public vote to determine its winner and described
Winuk as a “passionate advocate for volunteering and national
service (and) a frequent public speaker on volunteerism, 9/11, and
service-related topics.” He also received Beliefnet’s 2011 Cup of

Kindness Award and previously was a
recipient of The President’s Call to Service
Award from President Barack Obama.

In addition to Graham and Jobs, nominees
for the award included baseball superstar
Albert Pujols and NCAA national
championship head basketball coach Pat
Summitt of Tennessee. Through this award
Beliefnet seeks to honor people whose
efforts have made an impact on people
around the world. The group has done this
for more than 10 years.

“The word inspirational is important here. It
means our work is being recognized as

inspiring others to do good deeds, which is our goal,” Winuk added.

Cristina Rohatynskyj, executive director of the Food Bank for
Westchester based in Elmsford, voted for Winuk and was pleased
to hear he had won.

“Oh, this is excellent,” she said. “I think what resonates to people is
he took something very tragic and made it into something that will
help others for years to come.”

Through his organization Winuk has encouraged tens of thousands
of people to volunteer and coordinate other efforts. He said on the
10th anniversary of 9/11 more than 30 million people observed the
day in service to others.

Locally, he and his wife, Carolyn, have sponsored volunteer events
including packing days at the Food Bank, which distributes
packaged goods, fresh produce and meats to those in need
throughout Westchester County.
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