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FEBRUARY 4, 2011

‘Community of wants’ serves ‘community of
needs’

ARDSLEY — ‘Community of wants’
serves ‘community of needs’By
Claribel Ortega Last Friday, Ardsley
Middle School students geared up for
the start of “Hunger Awareness Week”
with a special assembly held the day
before the official kickoff of the Jan.
29-Feb. 5 observance put together by
the ArdsleyCares service
organization.

AMS Principal Edgar McIntosh began
the assembly by playing a true-or-
false quiz game, “Are You Smarter
Than a Principal?” To one claim that
was part of the challenge highlighting
hunger-related issues — “There is not
much one person can do to help end
hunger in the world” — most students
in the audience yelled out a
resounding “False.”

A few more statements were
projected on a screen above the stage before McIntosh explained the other events the school would be
participating in, including the food drive for which each grade had been assigned a certain kind of food;
“Hearts for Hunger,” which the school’s Youth Advisory Board thought up; and a poster contest. For
“Hearts for Hunger,” students were going to be given the chance to purchase lollipops for $2 during their
lunchtime yesterday (Feb. 3), which would then be delivered to a friend of their choice on Valentine’s Day,
with proceeds going toward a hunger relief organization.

Onstage, an oversized paper thermometer was also displayed and would be used to track food donations
collected throughout the week. McIntosh also went over the other events happening in conjunction with
Hunger Awareness Week, among them food drives to benefit the Tarrytown Food Pantry and The Food
Bank of Westchester, and the soup kitchen that would take place over the weekend at The Sharing
Community in Yonkers. 

Representing The Sharing Community was guest speaker and lifelong volunteer John Brennan of Yonkers.
Born in Yonkers in 1931, Brennan recalled growing up during the Great Depression and the effect it had
on his and his wife Maureen’s personalities and lives. “Basically, as kids, we were poor, my wife was poor.
So we know what it is to be poor but we worked very hard. Went to school at night, got a degree, went to
work in lower New York,” said Brennan, who was accompanied by his wife.  

Brennan, for whom part of The Sharing Community’s facilities is named, spoke at the two assemblies held
that afternoon, the first being for sixth-graders and the second being comprised of the fifth-, seventh- and
eighth-graders. Brennan has two grandsons in the district — Brian Evans, a seventh grader, and John
Evans, a tenth grader.

“I grew up in a neighborhood that really had no money at all,” Brennan said of his difficult childhood, telling
the children they were fortunate to attend AMS. “In an economy like we have, in a country like we have,
nobody should really go hungry,” he told the students, after explaining how for more than 20 years he’s
helped The Sharing Community grow and help more and more homeless and hungry people find food and
comfort. “If in your heart you can help somebody, you’re a very wealthy person,” he said at the end of his
brief, poignant speech. 

Brennan began working with The Sharing Community when he was president of GAF Corp., North
America’s largest manufacturer of residential and commercial roofing products. After retiring at 62,
Brennan, along with his wife, dedicated most of his time to volunteering with The Sharing Community, not
only as secretary of the board of directors but raising money for the organization and going to different
churches, synagogues, and other Westchester locales to help them set up meals for the hungry once a
month. 

Together the couple, now been married for 53 years, has done everything from lining up cooks to prepare
the food to preparing the food themselves and delivering it to The Sharing Community.

Brennan believes getting children to volunteer is “the best thing you could ever do for them, the best thing.
We did that with our kids.” The Brennans said that throughout the years they’ve worked to instill the values
of giving back to their five children. Their eldest daughter, Mary Worshup, a physician, sold her private
practice to open a clinic in Pennsylvania for people who work but have no health insurance. Another
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Allison Choi fills cups with juice as she helps prepare
trays at The Sharing Community in Yonkers.
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daughter, Nancy Jordan, spent six years as a missionary in Chile after graduating from Notre Dame.

Children “come up with great ideas, too,” said Maureen Brennan. “They just need the adults’ help to get it
organized.” 

On Saturday, Jan. 29, Hunger Awareness Week officially began with 264 people being served at the soup
kitchen at The Sharing Community. “The recipients were a mix of people from the shelter to people from
the neighborhood, many who looked like just everyday working-class people and also a few who were
children,” said Karyn Lantier, co-chair of ArdsleyCares and an organizer of Hunger Awareness Week. 

Sheila Narayanan, a lead organizer for Hunger Awareness Week, and an Ardsley resident for 15 years,
said roughly 25 Ardsley volunteers came to serve food to the hungry. “It was heartbreaking to see. There
were families who came in — this one woman came in with two little kids. And there were couples who
came in,” said Narayanan, who also said many of the people who received food over the weekend looked
“very middle class,” something she was not expecting. 

Chicken, baked ziti, stuffing, yams, salads and fruits were served on Saturday and Sunday, with The
Sharing Community staff preparing the meals and a steady crowd consuming them. “There were clearly
some people who did this [ate there] on a regular basis, because they were chatting to a couple of the
kitchen staff the same way you would chit-chat with the guy at the corner deli,” said Narayanan. “We’re a
community of plenty… by and large we’re an affluent community and our children especially are focused
on the newest cool thing — they’re a community of wants, not a community of needs. This is the kind of
work that our community should absolutely be focused on, this is how you make responsible citizens that
are not self-centered and take care of the community around them,” said Narayanan.

With Hunger Awareness Week, ArdsleyCares is hoping to send the message that it is important for all
children and adults fortunate enough to have food on the table to have an understanding of those who are
not as lucky. As John Brennan said during his speech, “I think it’s [Hunger Awareness Week] necessary,
because basically people are aware of everything else that’s going on, whether it’s a new play on
Broadway or some movie that comes out, or bad news. I think it’s a positive thing to make people aware
that they can help. And most people, amazingly enough, are good.”

Hunger Awareness Week continues with the food drive running at AMS and Ardsley High School through
today and the sorting of food donations at The Food Bank of Westchester in Millwood tomorrow (Feb. 5).

Read more local coverage of  your hometown in this week’s issue of the Rivertowns Enterprise.
Newsstand copies are available at several locations listed above, or subscribe today for convenient
home delivery.
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